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At the age of seventeen he joined the U.S. 
Navy, working as a jet mechanic and later pa-
trolling the coast of Vietnam. After completing 
his military service, he worked various jobs 
while simultaneously earning a high school di-
ploma, a degree from Fresno City College, 
and eventually a Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Industrial Technology and a minor in Busi-
ness from California State University, Fresno. 

After working as a representative of Ford 
Motor Co., Mr. Vidmar established Anlin Win-
dow Systems in Fresno, moving the company 
to Clovis in 1999. The company grew to en-
compass 350 employees and earned many 
accolades, including its designation by this 
very House as an ‘‘Industrial Business of the 
Year.’’ It is well known not only for being a 
successful company, but also for the icons of 
Americana and the U.S. flags that adorn its 
building, as well as its Fourth of July military 
tributes and Christmas displays. 

These characteristics reflected the qualities 
of the company’s founder. Mr. Vidmar was a 
deeply religious man and an altruistic member 
of the community who supported a wide array 
of local charitable activities. He was a great 
patriot and proud family man whose sons, 
both of whom were among Anlin’s very first 
employees, now help run the family business. 
He leaves behind his wife Linda, two sons, 
eight grandchildren, and a community that is 
grateful for all his contributions. 
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SAN BRUNO 4TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, four years ago 
today, a massive explosion killed eight of my 
constituents, injured 66, and destroyed 38 
homes, and scarred a San Bruno neighbor-
hood. 

The fire roared for 90 minutes until PG&E fi-
nally located the gas line’s manual shut-off 
valve. Last week the California Public Utilities 
Commission recommended a $1.4 billion fine. 
Their punishment must send a message to all 
utilities across the country: putting profits be-
fore safety has serious consequences. 

We’re good at passing legislation that 
doesn’t solve problems and patting ourselves 
on the back. The fact that there have been ten 
more explosions since then shows we must do 
more. That’s why I’ll be introducing legislation 
that will adopt recommendations from the Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board including 
requiring auto and remote shut off valves and 
hydrostatic testing. 

Please join me in honoring the families of 
the Crestmoor neighborhood and the first re-
sponders. I also ask you to join me in remem-
bering the lives of Jacqueline Greig [Greg], 
Janessa Greig [Greg], Jessica Morales, Eliza-
beth Torres, Lavonne Bullis, Greg Bullis, Will 
Bullis, and James Emil Franco. 

RECOGNIZING THE 2014 GREEN 
RIBBON SCHOOLS 

HON. JIM MATHESON 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
as Chairman of the Green Schools Caucus to 
highlight the important contributions of the De-
partment of Education’s Green Ribbon 
Schools Program and to congratulate all the 
schools recognized as 2014 Green Ribbon 
Schools. This program began in 2011, and 
seeks to encourage schools, school districts, 
and institutions of higher education to adopt 
practices focused on sustainability, health, and 
environmental education. 

The Green Ribbon Schools Program offers 
awards for outstanding performance based on 
three categories of achievement. Schools and 
districts are first evaluated on the basis of suc-
cess in reducing their overall environmental 
impact. The award also evaluates school and 
district strategies to improve the health and 
wellness of students and staff. Lastly, the 
Green Ribbon Schools Program examines the 
extent to which environmental education is of-
fered, and whether those programs incor-
porate STEM subjects, civics, and green ca-
reer counseling. All those recognized this year 
have made exceptional strides in each of 
these areas. 

Those recognized are invited to Wash-
ington, DC each year to share their experi-
ences and discuss best practices with other 
leaders in the field. This process of sharing in-
formation and highlighting the achievements of 
individual schools and districts offers an incen-
tive for others to work toward a common goal 
of a more sustainable future. It also offers the 
chance for school officials to compare and 
contrast strategies for improving curriculums, 
engage on ways to implement these strate-
gies, and share their successes with others. 

At a time when we seek to reduce our car-
bon footprint, initiatives such as the Green 
Ribbon Schools Program are a valuable step 
toward lessening our impact on the environ-
ment and educating others as how best to 
maintain a healthy and sustainable environ-
ment. Our schools are well positioned to be 
leaders in the effort to combat climate change 
and I commend those schools and districts 
who have chosen to participate. 

Congratulations again to those who have 
been recognized as 2014 Green Ribbon 
Schools. 
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HONORING THE EAST BAY 
REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the East Bay Regional Park 
District upon its 80th anniversary. Since its 
founding in 1934, the District has provided Al-
ameda County and Contra Costa County resi-
dents with healthy recreation and environ-
mental education. Encompassing over 65 
parks and 114,000 acres of land, the East Bay 
Regional Park District is the largest regional 
park district in the United States. 

The East Bay Regional Park District 
emerged from a popular movement during the 
Great Depression that sought to provide resi-
dents with recreational opportunities and em-
ployment. The District began by developing 
parks within the region, including Temescal, 
Tilden and Sibley Regional Parks. By 1939, it 
started the process of acquiring land for Red-
wood Regional Park. 

Today, over 25 million people visit East Bay 
parks annually to walk, hike, bicycle and jog 
on the parks’ 1,200 miles of trails. In addition, 
visitors have the opportunity to swim, boat and 
fish at the District’s nine park lakes and twelve 
beaches. The District also hosts nine interpre-
tive centers that educate visitors about the re-
gion’s cultural history, wildlife and natural fea-
tures. 

The East Bay Regional Park District has re-
ceived numerous accolades for its dedication 
to natural preservation and East Bay recre-
ation. It has received the California Parks and 
Recreation Society’s Award for Excellence for 
Creating Community for its exceptional com-
munity-building efforts through park-related 
events, one of five awards it has received 
from the Society in the past six years. 

I personally appreciate the impact that the 
East Bay Regional Park District has on our 
youth. When I was a girl growing up in El 
Paso, Texas, my sister and I broke barriers by 
being the only African Americans in our Girl 
Scout troop. We were fortunate to have ac-
cess to nature through the Girl Scouts, and it 
impressed upon me at an early age the need 
to preserve outdoor open spaces where young 
children can learn about nature, the impor-
tance of our ecosystem and environment, and 
to have a natural environment in which to 
play. For the youth who grow up in highly ur-
banized East Bay cities, East Bay parks rep-
resent an environment that can broaden a 
child’s perspectives of space and coexistence 
with nature. 

I commend the East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict for providing our community with a 
wellspring of recreational and educational op-
portunity for the past 80 years. The District’s 
continual efforts to foster community and 
learning benefit all Bay Area residents and 
visitors. 

On behalf of the residents of California’s 
13th Congressional District, I extend my con-
gratulations on this important milestone and 
thank all of the people who have contributed 
to the success of the East Bay Regional Park 
District throughout the years. I wish the District 
continued success in the years to come. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF LEONARD 
AND MARY BRYANT 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Bryant who have 
been married 57 years and serve as clergy in 
Lee County, Alabama. 

Leonard and Mary Bryant met in Sunday 
School at Green Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church. They attended Southern Union and 
Selma University graduating with a degree in 
Theology. They were married on October 6, 
1957. 
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